3rd September 2010

Dear Parents

A big welcome to you all and I hope you’ve all had a lovely summer and enjoyed the time with your children.  They have all settled very quickly into the routines of school and appear settled and happy with their new classmates and teachers. 

There are just a few reminders regarding uniform and timetables.

Firstly, please could you make sure that your child has a pair of indoor slippers or plimsolls.  Although the weather is dry at the moment, no doubt the rain will soon return and with it, the mud and dirty carpets!

Your son or daughter will need PE kit in school from next week.  Please bring your child into school in their PE kits on a Monday from Monday 4th October and bring in their uniform in the PE bag: the PE kit will then be kept in school until Friday when we will do Games in the afternoon.  Your child will go home in their PE kit on that day.  Please make sure all items of uniform and PE kits are clearly named.  If clothing is not named there is little we can do to find lost items and it is costly for you to replace them. 

PLEASE make sure earrings are stud type only and not hoops.  These are very dangerous in school and should never be worn.  All earrings will need to be removed for PE lessons.  No other jewellery should be worn.   Please can girls with long hair make sure that it is tied back out of their faces.  

Please make sure your child wears a white shirt and a school tie – not a white polo shirt, although they can still wear their summer uniforms until half term. 

We are a ‘Healthy School’ so please make sure that there are no sweets, chocolate and crisps in your child’s lunch box.   Friday is treat day and on that day a small treat such as a biscuit or some crisps can be added.  Sport top bottles are better than screw top bottles to encourage independence.   There are some children with nut allergies in Reception this year so please do not include peanut butter or nuts in their lunch boxes.

We teach phonics through the Ruth Miskin Read Write Inc scheme.  At some point the children will be grouped into smaller groups to allow for a more focused teaching of phonics.  Later in the term Mrs Kennedy will be holding information sessions to explain this in more detail. 

For details of topic work in each class please see your class notice board.  It should be up there shortly!

Children will be allowed into classrooms from 8.40 and the register will be taken at 9am.  They should be collected at 1.30pm for the first 4 weeks.  From Monday 4th October they should be collected at 3.20pm.   Should you need to speak to us about something specific we are always available from 8.40 until 9.00 or at the end of the school day, I’m sure the TAs will also be around.  However if it is something that needs more discussion or privacy, we are more than happy to arrange to meet you at a convenient time.  

Please could you ensure your child does not bring small toys into school as they invariably get lost or broken. 

Finally, please can I take this opportunity to remind you that any equipment that may be out on either the little reception or nursery playground at the beginning or end of the day is not for children to use or play with.  During these times children need to be closely supervised by you: we frequently have to ask children not to climb or stand along the wall that separates the reception playground from where Year 1 and 2 come out.  All these areas get very busy at these times of the day and therefore children should not be playing with balls or riding bikes or scooters as someone, probably a much younger child is going to get hurt. 

We hope your child has a happy and successful year in Early Years and if you have any worries or concerns about any aspect of your child’s education, please feel free to speak to any one of the early years staff who will be happy to help. 

With best wishes

Louise Tattersall

